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Medical  Officer*  s Report  for  the  Year, 1948,  , 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  again  requested  that  this  shall  be  an 
abbreviated  report,  as  free  as  possible  from  statistical  details. , He 
particularly  asks  for  information  about •- 

Action  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  to  deal  with  aged  or  infirm  people  living  under  unsanitary 
conditions, , 

Water  Supplies, . 

Sev/erage,.  ^ 

Control  of  meat  and  foods,. 

Outbreaks  of  food  poisoning,. 

General  Heal.th  Statistics,, 

There  was  no  unusual  prevalence  of  any  epidemic  disease  during  the 
year,  „ The  Birth  Rate  was  24.4  per  thousand  of  population,  very  little 
lower  that  the  high  figure  recorded  for  1947,  namely  25,5,,  The  National 
Birth  Rate  dropped  from  20,5  in  1947  to  17,9  in  1948,,  . 

The  Death  Rate  was  15,  3 corrpared  with  15,6  in  1947  and  the  National 
Rate  for  1948  of  10,8.,  ivbre  than  half  the  deaths  were  due  to  the  disease 
es  of  old  age, , < / „ , w- 

Diphtheria, , 

No  case  was  notified  during  1948,, 

It  has  been  my  custom  in  these  annual  reports  to  give  figures  show- 
ing the  progress  of  immunisation  and  the  percentage  of  the  child  popula- 
tion, over  and  under  the  age  of  five,  protected  thereby.  .The  collection 
of  these  details  and  the  preparation  of  statistics  has  since  July  5th, 1948, 
become  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, . The  figures  for  1948  are  not  yet  available.. 

Aged  or  Infirm  Persons. , 

This  Council  has  so  far  not  had  to  use  its  compulsory  poY/ers  under 
section  47  of  the  new  National!  Assistance  Act  to  get  an  aged  or  infirm 
person,  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  removed  to  an  institution,. 
Requests  for  this  to  be  done  have  been  received,  but  the  Council  has 
managed  by  one  means  or  another  to  avoid  compulsion,. 

The  process  of  bringing  this  conpulsion  to  bear  is  cumbrous  and 
slow.  Moreover  it  is  plainly  not  intended  to  be  used  if  the  person  concerned 
can  be  persuaded  to  move  of  his  own  free  will.  This  is  by  no  means  always 
the  case,  but  his  consent  can  often  be  gained  by  tactful  persuasion.  For- 
merly such  persuasion  was  usually  effected  by  the  Relieving  Officer,  but 
the  new  Act  has  abolished  this  Officer  and  appointed  no  one  with  local 
contacts  or  knov/ledge  to  fill  his  place.. 

As  a result,  v/hether  it  vms  the  intention  of  the  A.ct  or  not,  this 
function  of  the  Relieving  Officer  has  no?/  devolved  upon  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. The  latter  is  brought  into  the  picture  by  subsection  (2)  of 
Section  47,  ?;hich  requires  that  the  Local  Authority  must  base  its  proce- 
dure upon  a certificate  from  the  liedical  Officer  of  Health,  He  in  fact 
becomes  the  pivotal  person  on  ?/hom  all  action  depends,  and  it  is  to  him 
that  application  is  no?/  commonly  made  when  the  friends,  relations  or 
medical  attendant  of  aninfirm  person  think  that  removal  to  an  institution 
is  necessary.,. 

The  Medical  Officer’ s certificate  must,  in  the  words  of  the  Act, 
be  given  only  after  ’’thorough  enquiry  and  consideration”, . it  is  not 
required  if  the  infirm  person  consents  to  removal,  but  such  consent  is 
not  easy  to  obtain  and  often  requires  a good  deal  of  persuasion.  The 
Medical  Officer  naturally  v/ishes  to  avoid  conpulsion  and  must  try  every 
possible  means  of  inducing  the  person  to  go  voluntarily. These  efforts  and 
the  thorough  en^iry  enjoined  by  the  Act  may  take  much  time  and  often 
entail  many  visits  and  interviews  or  correspondence  with  relatives  and 
neighbours, These  cases  are  becoming  frequent  and  the  duty  of  dealing  with 
them  is  no  light  task, , A Medical  man  or  ?/oman  is  perhaps  a very  suitable 
person  to  perform  it,  but  the  Act  does  not  appeaJ*  to  have  intended  that 
the  mantle  of  the  defunct  Relieving  Officer  should  descend  upon  the  Med- 
ical Officer  of  Health.. 

difficulty  in  dealing  ?/ith  such  cases  is  the  shortage  of 
institutional  beds. The  delay  in  getting  accommodation  for  these  old  and 
infirm  people  has  become  much  worse  since  the  Act  came  into  force, , It  is 
sometimes  a matter  of  nxjnths  before  admission  can  be  arranged, . 


I. 


Water  Supply. , 

In  1947  the  Borough  Council  became  the  owner  of  the  Bloxidforu  wai-civ^ 
works  which  are  now  managed  as  a municipal  undent aking. . In  addition  to  the 
Town  these  works  also  supplyseveral  parishes  in  the  Rural  District,  The 
source  is  a chL-dk  well  which  yields  a very  pure,  if  rather  hard,  water.  It 
has  never  failed  so  far  to  meet  all  requirements  as  regards  quantity, but 
some  anxiety  on  this  point  has  arisen  last  year, and  again  this  year  in 
times  of  drought.  The  Council  has  plans  to  sink  a new  well  near  the  old  one 
In  order  to  increase  the  yield,, 

13  bacteriologiuall-  analyses  of  the  water  Y/ere  made,  8 of  the  raw  water, 
aiad  5 of  the  water  going  into  supply  after  chlorination.  The  results  were 
good,  but  one  sanple  of  raw  water  and  ono  of  the  water  in  supply  contain- 
ed one  ”presun5)tivG  B.  Coli”  per  100  ml..  Repeat  san5)les  in  both  cases 
wore  good  and  gave  no  confirmation  of  this  slight  suspicion  of  pollution,. 

Two  chemical  analyses  v;ere  also  made  and  gave  good  results.. 

Though  every  house  in  the  Town  has  piped  water  within  reach  some  of  the 
older  dwellings  have  no  internal  supply  and  depend  on  standpipes. . About 
810  houses  have  the  latter  arrangement  and  about  860  have  an  internal 
supply, , The  actual  number  of  people  supplied  in  these  two  ways  is  about 
630  and  2970  respectively,. 

Sewerage, , , 

The  ^own  has  a good  modem  sewerage  system  installed  about  nineteen 
years  ago.. 

Meat  and  Other  foods,  , 

There  is  one  slaughter  hotise  in  the  Town,  The  infection  of  meat  there 
is  now  carried  out  by  a firm  of  vetei?inaiT  sufgeons  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  been  relieved  of  this  duty.  The  Minister  asks  for  the  follow- 
ing information  in  tabular  form, . The  figures  are  those  supplied  by  the 
veterinary  inspectors, , 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned.,.. 
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The  multifarious  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
have  prevented  him  from  making  as  many  systematic  inspections  of  food 
premises  as  is  desirable, , Nevertheless, he  has  managed  to  keep  an  eye  on 
most  of  them  and  there  is  evidence  that  their  general  condition  is  im- 
proving. . 

The  Ice  Cream  Regulations  are  being  satisfactorily  applied  and  the 
vendors  ond  purveyors  of  this  popular  article  are  cooperating  well  in 
equipping  themselves  with  the  outfit  necessa3?y  to  turn  out  and  to  sell  a 
Safe  and  clean  product,. 

Food  Poisoning,  , 

No  outbreak  occurred  during  the  year, nor  was  a single  notification  of 
food  poisoning  received  from  the  Medical  practitioners,. 

There  Was  a general  inpression  that  stomach  and  bowel  disorders, 


3, 

causing  short  but  inconvenient  illnesses,  were  unduly  prevalent , but  no 
indication  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  figures  of  notified  diseases, 
There  were  no  notifications  of  dysentery  or  infantile  diarrhoea  or  any  of 
the  enteric  fevers.. 


L.  B.  SCOTT.  . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,, 


June,  1949,  , 


